The People's Republic of China is currently the seventh largest economy in the world and is projected to be the largest economy by 2050. Commensurate with its growing economic power, the PRC is using its political power more frequently on the world stage. As a result of these changes, interest in China and its legal system is growing among attorneys and academics. International law librarians similarly are seeing more researchers interested in China, its laws and economy. The principal language of China, Mandarin Chinese, is considered a difficult language to learn. The Foreign Service Institute has rated Mandarin as "exceptionally difficult for English speakers to learn." Busy professionals such as law librarians find it very difficult to learn additional languages despite their usefulness in their careers.
I have drafted this annotated bibliography of self-study materials on Mandarin Chinese for the busy international law librarian. While a formal language course may not be possible, some time for self-study may be available. The materials in this bibliography were identified for their usefulness to the self-learner of Mandarin. I have organized the bibliography into the following sections: * Core Titles -print materials that are particularly useful to the beginning self-leamer of Mandarin Chinese; * Other Titles -print materials useful to the self-learner but which may be more beneficial to the intermediate learner or are less effective beginner's materials; * Interesting Finds -unusual books on the Chinese language that are not particularly useful for the self-learner but would likely be of interest to the student of Chinese. Some are simply fun to read.; * Characters -print materials that are primarily useful in the self-study of Chinese characters rather than spoken Mandarin; * Dictionaries and Phrasebooks -Because Chinese is an ideographic language, Chinese dictionaries come in various forms; Hippocrene Books, Inc., 2002), p. 240. This dictionary lists Chinese characters in order of frequency of use. The dictionary provides multiple meanings of the character and then gives examples of its use in both simplified characters and pinyin. Includes an index of the characters in order of frequency and alphabetically by pinyin. Recommended.
Yong Ho, Beginner's Chinese (New York, N.Y.: Hippocrene Books, Inc., 1997), p. 173. An excellent book for learning to read and write Mandarin Chinese. The book consists of 10 lessons dealing with practical topics. Each lesson consists of written dialog in Chinese characters, pinyin, and English, vocabulary lists, language notes (very useful and understandable commentary on grammar and language use), exercises and cultural insights. The cultural insight at the end of each lesson was a pleasure to read and gave cultural context to some portion of the previous lesson. Includes a glossary, bibliography and Wade-Giles to Pinyin Cross-Reference Table. Highly recommended. The only criticism is that there are several typographical errors in the text and that the answer key does not contain answers to all the exercises in the book. Recommended.
Philip Yungkin Lee, A Chinese Character a Day, vol. 1 (Rutland, VT: Tuttle Publishing, 2005), p. 365. This book is in actuality a stack of 365 characters designed for the learner to review each day. Each page includes a character, its pinyin, its stroke order, four examples of usage and space to practice writing the character.
Philip Yungkin Lee, A Chinese Character a Day, vol. 2 (Rutland, VT: Tuttle Publishing, 2006), p. 365. This book is a second stack of 365 characters designed for the learner to review each day. Each page includes a character, its pinyin, its stroke order, four examples of usage and space to practice writing the character.
Philip Yungkin Lee, 250 Essential Chinese Characters for Everyday Use, vol. 1 (Rutland, VT: Tuttle Publishing, 2003) , p. 338. This volume contains 250 commonly used characters. One page for each character contains the character, notes on its pronunciation, the radical of the character, compounds and sentences using the character, and a grid for practicing. The book is divided into 25 units of 10 characters each with review tests at the end of each unit. A fifteen-page introduction describes the basic strokes, stroke order, simplified versus traditional characters, pinyin and tones. Alphabetical index by pinyin; radical index. Recommended. On the reverse is the character, its pinyin romanization, the associated radical, an example sentence and the pinyin and English meaning of the four compound word examples. The accompanying booklet contains an alphabetical pinyin index and stroke order index of the 500 characters.
Philip Yungkin Lee, Chinese in a Flash, vol. 2 (Rutland, VT: Tuttle Publishing, 2004), p. 500+. This boxed set contains another 448 commonly used characters and is the companion set to Chinese in a Flash, volume 1. On the front of each card is the character in both its simplified and traditional forms with four compound word examples. On the reverse is the character, its pinyin romanization, the associated radical, an example sentence and the pinyin and English meaning of the four compound word examples. The accompanying booklet contains an alphabetical pinyin index and stroke order index of the 500 characters.
Walter Long, Fingertip Chinese: Get to Know the Real China (New York: Weatherhill, Inc., 1996), p. 198 . I usually try to avoid small phrasebooks of foreign languages because I find them too simplistic and therefore not very enlightening. This book is different. While small in size like a phrasebook, it is drafted for practical use and each chapter is centered on a particular social situation such as "Getting Acquainted" and "Getting Fed." The book provides English phrases with both pinyin and Simplified Chinese character translations. At the end of the book is a list of lists which serves as an index of the major topics covered in this small, thin volume.
Alison & Lawrence Matthews, The First 100 Chinese Characters (North Clarendon, VT: Tuttle Publishing, 2006), p. 128. This thin volume lists 100 common characters with one character per page and a grid for practicing writing the Character. A short introduction gives background on Chinese [Vol. 35.3 characters and suggested methods for practice. Books, 1987) , p. 189. This book is an "introduction to the Chinese language for non-learners." It operates at three levels according to the author. First, it will satisfy the curiosity of the beginning learner. For readers who want to be students, the book provides an approach to learning. For current students of Chinese, this book is a guide whenever other books or texts are not meeting the student's needs. According to the author, the nonstudent should read Chapters 1 through 5. The potential student of Chinese should focus on Chapter 6. The current student should focus on Chapters 6 and the later chapters. In my view, the books do provide a general background and some discussion of the grammar and syntax of Mandarin Chinese. The author lauds Chapter 6 entitled "Functions" as central to the book. While it does give good insights to the differences between Mandarin Chinese and English, I found the chapter difficult to follow. It goes over the grammar basics. However, the chapter is straight text with little breaks in the format to provide digestible pieces. I found the use of pinyin, Chinese characters and the English translations in straight text difficult to follow. It would have been easier to follow if the author had broken up the sample sentences into a more comparative format with the Chinese characters on one line, the pinyin on the next line and the English translation on the following line. Chapter 10 is a brief, succinct guide to stroke order in writing characters with 50 different examples. Chapter 12 provides one of the best comparisons of the various romanization methods I have seen with logical advice to students on which romanization to learn. The author not surprisingly recommends pinyin. The last portion of the book is an annotated bibliography of additional books recommended for learning Mandarin Chinese. Given the date of this book, most of the recommended books are out of print but can be located at a good research library. , 1982) . This set introduces 5,888 characters using traditional characters, simplified characters and pinyin. 5 volume set; Volume 1 -Primer and Singletons, focuses on 170 bushous (also known as radicals); Volume 2 -Differentiation; Volume 3 -You Can Decipher Chinese Puzzles Too; Volume 4 -Antonyms and Some Obvious Patterns; Volume 5 -Appendices. Volume 5 has numerous word lists, such as a List of 3,650 Frequently Used Characters and a List of Characters Indigenous to Hong Kong (many of which will do not appear in the typical Chinese dictionary).
Johan Bjrkstdn, Learn to Write Chinese Characters (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1994), p. 123. This book describes in detail how to write characters correctly; describes each type of stroke in detail, with Chinese name; lists common radicals with stroke order, pinyin romanization, and English translation. A separate section includes a poem and additional characters to practice.
Raymond Chang and Margaret Scrogin Chang, Speaking of Chinese (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1978), p. 197 . Targeted at the general reader interested in the Chinese language, this quick, light, entertaining read focuses more on the history of the language and Chinese culture related to the language. Some characters are introduced but this book is not designed for language instruction. Three appendices contain a chronology of Chinese dynasties, a list of the most common radicals, and a list of the birth years and characteristics of the twelve animal zodiac signs. Short bibliography. No index.
[Vol. Includes flash cards at the end of the book and a CD-ROM. I noted some errors using pinyin and some internal inconsistencies within the book; some flash cards at the end were incorrect. On the whole, it is a useful self-teaching tool but it needs a good copy editor to improve. Tan Huay Peng, Chinese Radicals, vol. 2 (Torrance, CA: Heian International, Inc., 1999), p. 136. This book along with its companion volume 1 discusses the 214 radical characters used in written Chinese. Each radical receives two pages describing the radical and common characters that use the radical. Clever cartoons illustrate the meaning. Volume 2 deals with "artifacts and implements of man, his actions and characteristics, and finally, numerals and basic strokes." The companion volume 1 "deals with those radicals that fall under the classification of man, animal, plant and nature." Tan Huay Peng, Chinese Idioms, vol. 2 (Torrance, CA: Heian International, Inc., 1999), p. 144. This companion volume to Chinese Idioms vol. 1 lists common idioms. Each entry for the idiom is a page long that includes the Chinese characters, the corresponding pinyin, the literal meaning, the actual meaning, an example using the idiom, a synonym and on occasion the origin of the idiom and an antonym. As in the other books authored by Peng, clever cartoons illustrate the idioms. Towards the end of the book are a Hanyu Pinyin index of the idioms and a classified index by subject matter in English.
Tan Huay Peng, Simplified Chinese Characters (Torrance, CA: Heian International, Inc., 1997), p. 128. This book describes the simplification principles used in changing traditional characters to the simplified characters. Clever cartoons illustrate the principles. Towards the end of the book is a Hanyu Pinyin List of Simplified and Regular Characters.
Tan Huay Peng, Hanyu Pinyin (Torrance, CA: Heian International, Inc., 1997), p. 96. This slim volume teaches the sounds of pinyin using Peng's cartoons. Each sound of pinyin is described on a single page with ten examples using the sound, showing the Chinese characters, pinyin, and English translation. A short introduction briefly explains the pinyin system and a vocabulary list at the end organized alphabetically by pinyin serves as an index to this volume. Clifford H. Phillips, China Beckons: An Insight to the Culture and National Language (Edmonton, Canada: University of Alberta Press, 1993), p. 324. Designed for business travelers and professionals who wish to converse [Vol. 35.3 during trips to China, this book uses common situations as the basis for its lessons. A significant weakness is the failure to introduce Chinese characters in the book. An appendix lists key characteristics of Mandarin Chinese (numbers, measure words, comparisons, etc.). This book is divided into two parts: the first on "Practical Instructions on Learning Chinese" and the second a series of 15 chapters with dialogues. Not recommended for those who want to learn to read Chinese characters. 
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INTERESTING FINDS
John DeFrancis, The Chinese Language: Fact and Fantasy (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1984), p. 330. A scholarly book debunking the myths surrounding the Chinese language such as that characters are the same in Japanese, Chinese and Vietnamese languages. The book did not help with learning Chinese characters but did provide detailed background on the development of the Chinese language and the "aura" surrounding the Chinese language and its written characters. A. Zee, Swallowing Clouds: A Whimsical Look at Chinese Food (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1990), p. 378. This book is mainly in English but incorporates Chinese characters with stories explaining their meaning. Fun to read, this book emphasizes Cantonese food and uses traditional characters. List of characters discussed at the end of the book. The author, a physicist at UC-Santa Barbara, grew up in Hong Kong.
CHARACTERS
Barbara Aria, The Nature of the Chinese Character: Gifts from the Earth (San Francisco, CA: Chronicle Books, LLC, 2001), p. 95. This short book introduces 39 characters related to the earth and nature. Each entry shows the character, stroke order, pinyin and an explanation of the meaning of the character. This book is more of a "coffee table" book than a self-study language book, but does provide a short character review.
Barbara Aria, The Spirit of the Chinese Character: Gifts from the Heart (San Francisco, CA: Chronicle Books, LLC, 1992), p. 96. This short 2007] book introduces 40 characters related to emotion and human qualities. Each entry shows the character, stroke order, pinyin and an explanation of the meaning of the character. This book, the predecessor to The Nature of the Chinese Character, is more of a "coffee table" book than a self-study language book, but does provide a character review.
Huoping Chen, What's in a Chinese Character / Qu wei Han zi, (Beijing: Xin shi jie chu ban she, 1999), p. 185. This book begins with an introduction that describes the rules for writing Chinese characters and the history of Chinese characters. Using cartoons, the author introduces 369 commonly used characters. Each page contains entries for two characters. Each entry contains the character, the English translation(s), stroke order, examples using the character with the pinyin and English translations, and several cartoons depicting the character and its meaning. Pinyin index. Ed Young, Voices of the Heart (New York: Scholastic Press, 1997), p. 60+. Lists 26 characters that use the radical for heart. The main purpose of the book is NOT to teach Chinese characters but rather to explore the meanings of these emotions. Beautifully illustrated.
DICTIONARIES AND PHRASEBOOKS
Oxford Starter Chinese Dictionary (Oxford, United Kingdom: Oxford University Press, 2000), p. 450. The first part of this useful beginner's dictionary is organized alphabetically by pinyin; the second part is organized alphabetically by English word. The short introduction on the Chinese language is helpful as is a seven page section listing basic measure words. [Vol. 35.3 Chinese characters. Includes specific terms such as "Guangzhou Paper Company Ltd." Rick Harbaugh, Chinese Characters: A Genealogy and Dictionary (Taipei: Zhongwen.com, 1998), p. 400+. This unusual dictionary is very useful in learning about the relationship of characters. The dictionary includes an English index and pinyin index. These indexes refer the reader to the appropriate section of the genealogy tables -the substance of this dictionary. The author has organized related characters into a genealogy. While the reader can locate the characters and English translation easily, the great value of this dictionary is relating the characters to each other and allowing the reader to learn about "related" characters as well as the particular character the reader was seeking. A scholarly, but useful tool for the beginner. Recommended. 
